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I am Mahejabin Begum. I m 25 years old. I live in one of the slums of Kolkata. I am one of the 
sponsored girls  of  Tiljala  Shed which  is  a  partner  of  AIDOS.  In  our  society  a  women is 
generally dominated by the male. Education is a dream for the girls living in these slums. I was 
very lucky to get the financial support from Tiljala Shed a partner of AIDOS and got the chance 
to study and finally got the opportunity to get a job in the Library and internet point of Tiljala  
Shed. I am earning and financially supporting my family. 

The sponsorship Program has changed the lives of many girls living in these slums and had a 
big impact in our area. Before the starting of the program, the majority of parents were not 
interested to send their girl children  to school but after almost 20 years it has changed the 
mindset of the people and now majority of the families are sending their girl children to school  
and they understand the value of education. 

We still have a long journey to go. The Gyan Azhar Library is a new ray of hope for the girls  
living in the slums. We opened this library which is also a part of this project in the year 2008. 

The houses in the slums are very small and it is difficult for the girls to do their homework. The  
Library gives the girls a place to study and interact with their peers, exchange and share their  
ideas and it is also a place to play and engage in extra-curricular activities. They also get a 
chance to learn how to use internet. 

The library is very important in the lives of these girls as it is the only place for them to study 
and relax. We also have regular workshops on dance, self defence, drawing and various other 
trainings  for  personality  development  and  awareness  sessions  including  leadership 
development.   

We have more than 400 members in the library. It is now one of the busiest hubs in the slums. 
The library is easily accessible to the girls. The sponsorship Project of Tiljala Shed is a model  



project for the empowerment of girls and is changing the lives of many girls living in the slums 
of Kolkata. 

 

 


